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PORTUGAL : Army Purging Radicals 

The Portuguese Army is in the process of releasing 
about 17,000 officers and men. The move is designed to purge 
from the army's ranks a large number of radical leftists 
and to restore some of the unity and discipline which have 
been lost in the last 18 months. The army's exact 
personnel strengthisuncleareventoPortuguesestaff 

officers, 25X1X 

fall to 4lTou'^D^rn^tim^tni^actioi^i^compTetea in 
December — a decrease of about 173,000 since April 1974, 
when the Armed Forces Movement took power. 

Officially, military leaders maintain that this 95Xfi 



Of the 214,000 men on duty in April 1974, 59,000 were 
in Portugal, primarily to train troops for service in African 
and Asian colonies. As the country shed its dependencies, 
the forces abroad decreased rapidly. Most units returning 
from the colonies were disbanded and the personnel discharged. 
During this time, however, the strength of the training 
establishment in continental Portugal remained almost con- 
stant in size. With the army's colonial responsibility at 
an end and no alternative mission defined, the officers and 
men had few military duties and plenty of time for political 
discussion and activity, which may have contributed to the 
alarming lack of military discipline observed this year. 

Some 10,000 men were given early discharges on October 
31, and current plans call for an additional 7,000 to be 
released in December, bringing the army to the estimated 
level of about 41,000. Before the October action, army 
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officials evidenced deep concern that leftist soldiers mioht 
« laase ' barric.de themselves in theii mlts“ anS 
refuse to leave. Given Portugal's serious unemployment 
problem, officials feared that others might also resist 

an uncertain civilian life. The f““ stageof 

iSaSeS?! 9 ™' hOWeVer ' appare ' ,tly *** Pl a “ a l”°^ 

scrint! i® 7 K/, 4 S e . ar ™ y ex P ects to begin inducting new con- 

53 000 It b ii hon^d ° Ver * U Permanent strength of 

DJ,uuu. It is hoped that the use of careful selection nro- 

conscript 1 army ? SUlt ' ^ time ' in a better ' m °re disciplined 

^ili^^^^h^c^rent'governmenthan^army^eadership to *** 
gain control of the disordered military. But the buildina 

order is m ^ikely h to a take * epen ;!;; d UP ° n r ° contribute to Public 

thing, in^a^ew] rllliTtto 

mission and then sell it to the troops. Ultimately there 

«iJ-^ r °? ably .?^ Ve t0 be a resolution of the underlying 
?°H tlcal conflict in Portugal which will give clear 
dominance to one side or the other. A conscript army inevi- 

cari?i,Ti efl ? Ct ?' the 80ciet y from which it comes, and the most 
vip«q U |n selection procedures will not eliminate differing 

T- "L ^ llta . ry . lf these reflect fundamental divi J 

m the po pulation which provides i+- s members. 
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